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Greetings fellow ASCLS-PA members, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I write my first 

article to you as President of our constituent 

society. We’ve had a rough year, but I hope 

that I can bring some new energy and life into 

this organization.  As I write this, I am in Ana-

heim, CA at the national ASCLS meeting and 

let me tell you what a great time I am having 

with all of my colleagues from around the 

country!  I wish that all of you could attend 

and discover for yourselves how wonderful our 

national meeting is!  The days are filled with 

continuing education, governance sessions 

and an occasional social event.  The time is 

flying by! 

 

The new ASCLS president, Marcia Armstrong, 

has a theme for this year, and it is “ASCLS 

Awareness”.  At this time in our profession, 

this is an appropriate theme, and I think we 

can look at this in two ways.  How aware are 

we, the members of ASCLS-PA, of what ASCLS 

can offer us?  And how aware are non-

members of ASCLS?   I’d like to talk about 

awareness a little bit and then ask for your help.  

 

First of all, thank you for your continued mem-

bership with ASCLS.  Why do you continue to 

renew?  Is it because ASCLS fights with Con-

gress for your rights as a laboratory profes-

sional?  Is it because of the country-wide con-

tacts you have made and that are available to 

you for networking?  Is it because ASCLS works 

diligently on patient rights?  Or is it for the con-

tinuing education opportunities that ASCLS of-

fers?  Were you even aware that ASCLS does all 

of these things and more on your behalf?  I 

hope you are!  And what about your non ASCLS 

colleagues?  Are they aware of all the member-

ship benefits?  I doubt it or they would join!  

And this is where we need your help.  I chal-

lenge you this year to spread the word about 

ASCLS at your workplace.  Start with the simple 

step of wearing your ASCLS-PA pin to work 

every day.  Talk to anyone who notices it about 

ASCLS.  Be proud to be a member.   

(continued on page 4) 



    Page 2 The Pennsylvania Newsletter 

The Student Review Session was reinstated this 

year at the 2010 ASCLS-PA Annual Spring Meet-

ing in King of Prussia, PA. On May 11, approxi-

mately 60 students came to the review session in 

preparation for the Board of Registry certification 

examination which tests the core subjects of 

chemistry, hematology, microbiology, and blood 

bank.  

 

The day kicked off with Katey Howell, the First 

Year Professional of ASCLS-PA, who gave a talk 

on both the American Society for Clinical Labora-

tory Science and on Test Taking Tips for the Reg-

istry. The remainder of the review sessions fo-

cused on the subjects contained in the examina-

tion. Medical Technologists and professors from 

several different hospitals came to present stu-

dents with ideas on what is the most important 

information to focus on when studying for the 

exam. Blood Bank was presented by Barbara 

Steiber from York Hospital; Hematology and 

Coagulation by Dr. Raelene Maser of the Uni-

versity of Delaware; Chemistry and Urinalysis 

by Dr. Mary Ann McLane (our ASCLS presi-

dent) of the University of Delaware; Microbiol-

ogy and Immunology by Wendy George of 

Lancaster General Hospital; and Laboratory 

Management and Safety by William Hunt of 

the University of Pennsylvania.  

 

The sessions were very successful and after 

talking with a number of students, nearly eve-

ryone seemed pleased with the quality and 

enthusiasm that the speakers brought to the 

sessions. I’d like to thank all of the speakers, 

the ASCLS-PA board members, and especially 

the students for making the day a great suc-

cess! 

 

The ASCLS-PA Student Review 

Session was a Success! 
 

Laurie Flood 
ASCLS-PA Student Representative 

ASCLS-PA is going back to our "GRASS ROOTS"! We used to have travelling one day continuing edu-

cational meetings called  “Tek-Trek's" which were quite successful, as they were very convenient for 

laboratory professionals to get one day off from work to attend.  We are going to attempt this format 

again to see if we can reach more of you, our ASCLS-PA members, throughout our state. 

  

Our first stop will be in downtown Wilkes-Barre at the Best Western Genetti Hotel and Conference 

Center at 77 East Market Street on Monday November 8, 2010 from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Break ta-

bles will be available with delicious muffins and danishes and a deli lunch buffet will be held from 

12:00-1:00 p.m.  

  

Disciplines will be in Blood Bank, Chemistry, Hematology and Microbiology along with some general 

topics of interest.-with local talented speaker representation from the Red Cross, Department of 

Health, OSHA and the Crime Lab. 

  

So start passing the word around to your “ lab cooler colleagues" to save the date: Monday Novem-

ber 8, 2010 You will gain a "wealth of knowledge" and obtain valuable contact hours towards your 

BOR certification maintenance requirements. 

  

We hope to see everyone in the Northeast on November 8th! 

  

ASCLS-PA is Hosting a One-Day Continuing 

Education Meeting in November! 
  

Sandy Toloczko, ASCLS-PA. Board Member; P.A.C.E. Administrator 
Eileen Molecavage, ASCLS-PA. Board Member 
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From July 27-July 31 Clinical Laboratory Pro-

fessionals gathered in Anaheim California for 

the 78th Annual ASCLS meeting.  Friends and 

colleagues from all over the country met at 

the beautiful Hyatt Regency Orange County.  

These four days were filled with scientific ses-

sions, governance meetings, and of course 

fellowship and fun. 

 

Some of the highlights of the meeting included 

world class speakers on a wide range of topics 

from Gram Stains to Error Prevention in the 

lab to Case Studies in Genetic testing.  ASCLS 

members attending the meeting were invited 

to take part in one of the best benefits of 

membership which is the opportunity to learn 

what your Society is doing on issues of impor-

tance to clinical laboratory science profession-

als.  Most ASCLS governance meetings are 

open to all members. Members were able to 

attend the ASCLS Board of Directors meeting, 

Issues Update, Region Caucus meetings, Sci-

entific Assembly meetings, and the House of 

Delegates.  The massive exhibit hall at the 

Anaheim Convention Center was the venue for 

the Clinical Laboratory Exposition.  Opportuni-

ties abounded to speak with vendors from all 

over the country and the world and see the 

latest in Clinical Laboratory Technology. 

 

The ASCLS Promotion of the Profession Com-

mittee introduced what is sure to become an 

annual happening, “ASCLS Provides HOPE – 

Helping Other People Event”.  The inaugural 

event was a food drive to benefit the Orange 

County Food Bank. Gifts of food and money 

were collected by members of the committee.  

Meeting attendees could be seen walking over 

to the local Target Store to purchase their do-

nations of non perishable food.  The commit-

tee was proud to report that the food bank 

received a total of 640 pounds of non-

perishable food along with a check in the 

amount of $2070 from our generous mem-

bers. 

 

Attendees also enjoyed social events such as the 

first –timer’s reception and the always popular 

President’s Reception and Silent Auction.  Those 

attending this event were treated to an open bar, 

as well as delicious food which included pasta, 

pizza, salad and a luscious dessert table with a 

chocolate fountain!  While munching on these 

goodies guests were able to browse the silent 

auction table and bid on items from all over the 

country including jewelry, books, handmade items 

and regional foods.  The evening included a DJ 

and all ages could be seen out on the dance floor. 

 

 The week ended with the ASCLS House of Dele-

gates where in addition to the business of the or-

ganization we welcomed our new ASLCS Presi-

dent, Marcia Armstrong. A most fitting gift of a 

star named after her was given to Past President 

Mary Anne McLane.  Mary Anne’s year of 

“Providing the Face” to laboratory professional 

was acknowledged by all.  We in Pennsylvania are 

proud to claim Mary Anne as an honorary ASCLS-

PA member for life.  

 

Our fine delegation from ASCLS-PA consisted of: 

Michele E. Lachance, President, Katie Franz, Past 

President, Sharon Strauss, Mary Gourley, Mary 

Beth Miele, and Sandy Toloczko.  ASCLS-PA was 

also well represented by members Barbara Sny-

derman serving on the ASCLS Board of Directors 

as Region II Director and  Bill Hunt who chaired 

the minutes committee for the House of Dele-

gates. Of course the highlight of the house was 

welcoming back our favorite son ASCLS Past-past 

President Scott Aikey.  In order to ease Scott’s 

transition back to the state, we wore masks rep-

resenting the ASLCS Board Members and Staff.  

This brought a few chuckles from the rest of the 

delegates. 

 

Beautiful weather, Disneyland, good friends, and 

good fun were the order of the week for all who 

attended this meeting.  The delegates from Geor-

gia extended an invitation to everyone for the 

2011 meeting in Atlanta.  Why don’t you join us? 

The Magic Wasn’t Just at  

Disneyland  
 

Katie Franz, ASCLS-PA Past President  
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Upcoming Changes to the ASCLS-PA  

Annual “Spring Meeting” 
 

Michele E. Lachance, ASCLS-PA President 

(continued from page 1) 

Second, I ask you to constantly mention ASCLS 

in your conversations with co-workers.  When 

someone complains about having difficulty ob-

taining CE, mention how ASCLS members obtain 

CE through state meetings, online CE articles 

(some for free!) and our news publications.  If 

someone believes they are “stuck” on the bench 

with no room for advancement, tell them how 

ASCLS is working towards a doctorate in clinical 

laboratory science.  Don’t be afraid to tell them 

how great we are!  Make them aware that if 

they are professionals, there is no doubt that 

they should belong to a professional organiza-

tion- ASCLS.   

 

Are you aware?  Are they aware?  If not, let 

me help you or help them to become so.  I am 

here for you this year and I want to make you 

aware of what ASCLS and ASCLS-PA are.  I 

welcome your comments and suggestions.  I 

am here to serve you as best I can.  Feel free 

to contact me at lachance10@verizon.net at 

any time. 

Become AWARE of ASCLS! 

I want to make you all aware of a big change we 

are working on for the upcoming year - a new 

format for our annual two day spring meeting.  

Members of ASLCS-PA met in June specifically 

to discuss this event.  It was decided that the 

two-day meetings are too much work for the 

few people that volunteer in our society as well 

as for the small number of individuals that at-

tend.  Since one of our goals is to broaden our 

reach throughout the state, a one day meeting 

held three times a year in three different loca-

tions was decided upon.   

 

This will help us do two things.  One: with sev-

eral meetings, we will be able to reach many 

more members throughout PA, versus one 

meeting that concentrates on our membership 

in the Harrisburg or Philadelphia region.   

 

Two:  It will spread the meeting workload 

around to volunteers in other parts of the state, 

instead of having the same volunteers plan a 

meeting in the same place over and over 

again.  We hope that this format will be a 

benefit to both you and to those of us who do 

the meeting planning.   

Our first CE day will be in Wilkes-Barre on 

Monday, November 8th.  Mark your calendars 

now!  For more information, please see the 

article elsewhere in this newsletter.  We are 

also looking to have a meeting in State Col-

lege in April of next year, and one in Harris-

burg in May of next year.  This will be followed 

by a fall 2011 meeting in the Pittsburgh area. 

 

We hope that this new format will allow more 

of you to take advantage of this membership 

benefit.  Please come out and attend the CE 

day nearest you!  And if you are interested in 

helping to plan a meeting in your area, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me at  

lachance10@verizon.net.   

2011 ASCLS Annual Meeting 

July 26-30; Atlanta, GA 

Consider attending!   

mailto:lachance10@verizon.net
mailto:lachance10@verizon.net


 
 
 

 
 

Successful Dinner Meeting in  

DuBois 
 

Eric Evans, ASCLS-PA Membership chair 
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ASCLS-PA hosted a dinner meeting in DuBois, 

PA on April 17, 2010.  Attendees enjoyed net-

working with other lab professionals from 

across the state, a great dinner, and received 

two CE credits from two educational presenta-

tions.  The first speaker, Jeanne Lumadue, 

MD, PhD, presented the topic “Blood Utiliza-

tion in 2010.”  The second speaker, Scott 

Aikey, MS, MLS(ASCP)CMDLMCM, discussed the 

Electronic Health Record.  Both presentations 

were very well received and highly informa-

tive. 

 

The meeting was a success on several fronts.  

There were 20 attendees and the meeting was 

kept under budget.  Some attendees met for-

mer colleagues and old friends they haven’t 

seen for many years.  It was an exciting at-

mosphere.  Conversations ranged from remi-

niscing of the days when educational and net-

working events for lab professionals were held 

in this region on a monthly basis to enthusias-

tically looking to the future with the hope that 

this opportunity will continue to be available in 

this area of the state. 

 

One of ASCLS-PA’s strategic initiatives is to 

provide educational opportunities in the west-

ern part of PA.  With this in mind, we are work-

ing hard to provide future opportunities in this 

region and hoping for continued growth.  In 

fact, the ASCLS-PA leadership held a special 

meeting in Harrisburg on June 12th specifically 

to discuss future meetings.   

 

On a final note, at the ASCLS-PA/PSSAMT an-

nual meeting in King of Prussia on May 11th and 

12th, I had the opportunity to speak to the 

PSSAMT leadership about our “westward ex-

pansion” plans.  The initiative was well received 

and they are enthusiastic to take part and 

spread the word throughout their membership 

about future meetings in the area.  So stay 

alert for new developments!  All updates will be 

sent out via the ASCLS-PA Members Listserv. 

Tips!  ASCLS-PA Members Listserv  
 

The new ASCLS-PA members listserv is a way to send an email out to all members of PA by using a 

single email address.  If you have a question or comment you would like to send to the entire PA 

membership, simply send to ASCLS-PA-Members@ascls-lists.org.   

 

Responding to the listserv 

If somebody sends a message out to the membership using the listserv, you have two options for 

responding: 

1.) Reply to the entire membership- simply hit “reply.”  You do not have to hit “reply all” to send to 

the entire group.  NOTE: the message will tell you that “Joe” sent it, but hitting “reply” will still 

send your response to the entire group. 

 

2.) Reply to just Joe- hit “forward.”  Then copy and paste Joe’s email in the “to” box and send your 

response. 

 

If you are not on the listserv or not sure if you are and would like to be to keep up-to-date with so-

ciety news as it develops, email Eric Evans, ejevans80@yahoo.com. 

mailto:ASCLS-PA-Members@ascls-lists.org
mailto:ejevans80@yahoo.com
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At the 2010 Annual Spring Meeting of ASCLS-PA, the following awards were presented: 

 

Dolbey Member of the Year – Scott Aikey (Scott has received this prestigious award three times – 

1998, 2004 and 2010.) 
 

Estolle Gross – Michele E. Lachance 
 

Keener Memorial – Eric Evans, Michele E. Lachance, and Mary Beth Miele 
 

20-year Membership – Mary Ann Haupt and Ana Prieto Orti 
 

This year the Board of Directors approved a Sustained Membership Award in recognition of the 75th 

Anniversary of the American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science-Pennsylvania.  The award will be 

presented to individuals who have attained at least 30 years membership.  Certificates will be pre-

sented in increments of 5 years.  This year 50 certificates were presented to the following: 

 

65 yr – Dorothy Pfender 

60 yr – Adaline Dogon, Eleanor Hart, Jane Wilson 

55 yr – Alice Bashore, Patsy Bering, Roma Brown, Estolle Gross 

50 yr – Isabel Podolak, Patricia Strausbaugh 

45 yr – Mary Gourley, Alice Potter 

40 yr – Rose Evans, Goldie Gross, Elise Kugler, Dorothy Mabary, Sandra Neiman, Vera 

Obuszczak, Constance Perkoski, Linda Vivian 

35 yr – Pamela Adams, Linda Burke, Glenn Crowe, Carolyn Darr, Susan Herr, Judy Hoover, Dilys 

Keyworth, Harriet Nadler, Linda Reese, Mark Smucker 

30 yr – Deborah Ackerman, Eileen Benedict, Barbara Bowman, Donna Bray, Nancy Bristol, 

Brenda Carbon, Felicia DelBuono, Roger Dimit, Cindy Evans, Vincent Frank, Susan Mindler, Philip 

Mohr, Jeanne Noga, Mary Obetz, Paul Reid, Linda Semler, Barbara Snyderman, Elaine Sojak, 

Sharon Strauss, Alvin Swartzentruber, Sandra Weiss 
 

Two certificates have been returned, address unknown.  If anyone has contact information for Eleanor 

Hart or Dorothy Mabary, please let me know so that I can forward their certificates.  You may contact 

me at m.gourley@verizon.net. 

 

Congratulations to all the award recipients.  If you wish to nominate anyone for an award to be pre-

sented at the Annual Meeting next spring, you can download the nomination forms from the ASCLS-

PA website.  Descriptions of each award are found in the ASCLS-PA Handbook.  The Awards Commit-

tee welcomes all nominations and would appreciate your help.  Anyone can nominate, so let’s have a 

banner year come next spring. 

2010 ASCLS-PA  

Awards & Recognition 
 
Mary Gourley, ASCLS-PA Awards Chair 

mailto:m.gourley@verizon.net
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The Annual Spring Meeting for Clinical Labora-

torians in Pennsylvania and surrounding region 

was held at the Radisson Valley Forge Scanti-

con Hotel on May 11th and 12th, 2010.  This 

premier event was hosted by the American 

Society for Clinical Laboratory Science (ASCLS

-PA) and the Pennsylvania State Society of 

American Medical Technologists (PSSAMT).  

Each group conducted governance meetings 

during the meeting.   

 

An overview of the Board of Certification and 

what it means for Medical Laboratory Scien-

tists now and in the future served as a plenary 

session on Tuesday afternoon.  Forty-five dis-

cipline-specific lectures and 6 review sessions 

designed for clinical laboratory students were 

presented during the two day meeting.  Each 

day provided the opportunity to obtain 6 hours 

of continuing education, plus 1 contact hour 

available for completion of a vendor exhibit 

quiz.   

 

Over 250 laboratorians, including more than 

50 students attended the two-day meeting.  

The student review sessions were organized 

by Laurie Flood the ASCLS-PA Student repre-

sentative.  Katey Howell the ASCLS-PA New 

Professional representative welcomed students 

to the profession and spoke about test taking 

tips when preparing for certification examina-

tions. The 6 review sessions were attended by 

students, educators, and bench technologists 

and received great evaluations.   

 

Evaluations of other sessions noted speakers 

who were passionate about clinical laboratory 

science, provided excellent handouts, were 

outstanding presenter, gave highly detailed 

information, and provided a vision of clinical 

laboratory testing in the future. 

Experts from all areas of the United States 

shared their knowledge during this meeting.   

 

We owe a special thanks to our industry part-

ners who sponsored speakers.  They are: 

AACC-Philadelphia, Roche Diagnostics Corpo-

ration, Beckman-Coulter, Quest Diagnostics, 

Miller-Keystone Blood Center, Ortho-Clinical 

Diagnostics, Gen-Probe, Inc., BD Diagnostics, 

BD GeneOhm, Meridian Biosciences, Siemens 

Healthcare Diagnostics, Abbott Diagnostics, 

Radiometer America, Trinity Biotech, ARUP 

Laboratories, AABB, and Bio-Rad Laborato-

ries. 

 

The vendor show was a highlight of the meet-

ing with more than 14 companies exhibiting 

their equipment and services.  In addition, 

Ortho-Clinical Diagnostics brought their Ad-

ventour mobile laboratory to demonstrate 

their “instrumentation in action” for confer-

ence attendees.  The attendees who received 

PACE credit for participating in the vendor 

exhibit quiz rated their interactions with ex-

hibitors highly.  We sincerely appreciate all 

the support we received from our industry 

partners. A modest profit of $3000 was real-

ized because of their support.  [Note: Regis-

tration fees for students do not cover the cost 

of their attendance at the meeting.]  

 

A deep debt of gratitude is owed to our pro-

gram chair William Hunt, our registrar Sharon 

Strauss, PACE coordinator Sandy Toloczko, 

vendor liaison Charles Wilson, and other com-

mittee members and moderators including 

Dee Dolan, Ruth Negley, Katie Franz, Michele 

E. Lachance, Barb Snyderman, Eileen Mole-

cavage, Mary Ann McLane, Mary Gourley, 

Sandy Neiman, and Eric Evans.  In closing, 

we acknowledge the unwavering support of 

the leadership of the Pennsylvania State Soci-

ety of American Medical Technologists.  And 

keep your eye out for additional continuing 

education opportunities in the coming year.  

We hope to bring CE closer to you! 

2010 ASCLS-PA Spring Meeting 

Wrap-Up  
 
Mary Beth Miele, ASCLS-PA General Chair 2010 
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The Pennsylvania Newsletter 

8 Lakeview Court 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608  

 

Moving?  Remember you 

can update all your mem-

bership information online 

at  www.ascls-pa.org    

 

 

Or send your attached label 

and your corrected address 

to:  ASCLS-PA, 8 Lakeview 

Court Sinking Spring, PA 

19608 , to insure  

uninterrupted service   
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