
 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE—PENNSYLVANIA 

ANNUAL SPRING BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA AND MINUTES 

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2024 

In Attendance: 

Executive Committee 
Barbara Snyderman (ASCLS-PA President & Spring Meeting Exhibits Chair) 
Katie Franz (ASCLS-PA President Elect & PACE Chair) 
Stephanie Noblit (ASCLS-PA Past President & GAC Liaison) 
Sharon Stauss (ASCLS-PA Co-WebMaster & Spring Meeting Registration Chair) 
Grace Renn (ASCLS-PA Treasurer) 
Diane Valentin (ASCLS-PA Secretary) 
Marianne Downes (ASCLS-PA Membership Chair) 
Melanie Giusti (ASCLS, Director of Professional Development) 
Jen Mehltretter (ASCLS, Director of Membership) 
Drew MacDonald (ASCLS-PA Co-Developing Professional) 
Emily Reed (ASCLS-PA Co-Developing Professional) 
Mary Gourley (ASCLS-PA Awards Chair & Bylaws Chair) 
Christina Scott (ASCLS-PA Scientific Assembly Co-Chair) 
Jean Buchenhorst (ASCLS-PA Spring Meeting Chair & Career Recruitment) 
Joshua Cannon (ASCLS-PA Spring Meeting Program Chair) 
Board Members 
Gabriela Peterson (ASCLS-PA Board Member) 
Ethan Kentzel (ASCLS-PA Board Member & Co-WebMaster) 
ASCLS-PA Members 
Nancy Weisinger (ASCLS-PA Member) 
Daphne Werz (ASCLS-PA member) 
Antonio Esperza (ASCLS-PA Member) 
In Attendance via Zoom: 
Scott Aikey (ASCLS-PA Past Treasurer)  
All in attendance are ASCLS-PA members, except Melanie Giusti 
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Business Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Start: 3:15 pm 

1.​ Ascertain quorum: President plus 3 board members plus 8 members 

a.​ Quorum achieved 

2.​ Approval of agenda 

a.​ Agenda was approved as changed 

3.​ President’s Report (Barabara Snyderman) 

a.​ No additions, objections, or questions 

4.​ Approval of minutes from 2023 Annual Business Meeting 

a.​ Defer until Summer Leadership Meeting 

5.​ Treasurer’s & Finance Report (Grace Renn and Scott Aikey) 

a.​ Motion #1 

i.​ Jean Buchenhort moved that the membership to allocate the 

$11,608.51 in the remaining General Use Funds from the fiscal 

year ending in 08.31.2023 as follows: $4,000 to be moved to 

the contingency fund (08.19.2023) and $7,608.51 to be moved 

to the Reserve Fund for 2024-2025. 

ii.​ Peterson seconded 

iii.​ Motion carried 

b.​ Motion #2 

i.​ Grace Renn moved the membership to accept the year-end 

Treasurer’s report for the Operating Funds dated 08.31.2023 as 

audited. 

ii.​ Mary Gourley seconded 

iii.​ Motion carried 

c.​ Motion #3 

i.​ Grace Renn moved the membership to accept the year-end 

Treasurer’s report for the Scholarship and Awards Fund dated 

08.31.2023 as audited. 

ii.​ Diane Valentin seconded 

iii.​ Motion carried 
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d.​ Motion #4 

i.​ Grace Renn moved the membership to accept the Treasurer’s 

report for the Operating Funds dated 04.30.2024 and file for 

audit as corrected. 

ii.​ Marianne Downes seconded 

iii.​ Motion carried 

e.​ Motion #5 

i.​ Grace Renn moved the membership to accept the Treasurer’s 

report for the Scholarship and Awards Funds dated 04.30.2024 

and file for audit. 

ii.​ Marianne Downes seconded 

iii.​ Motion carried 

f.​ Finance Report 

i.​ All money is accounted for (Scott Aikey) 

6.​ 2024 Spring Meeting Report (Jean Buchenhort, Joshua Cannon, Sharon 

Strauss, Barbara Snyderman, Katie Franz, Stephanie Noblit) 

a.​ Registration discussion (Melanie Guisti) 

i.​ Low registration rates may be due to little funding for 

education from large corporations & short staff 

ii.​ All state meetings are experiencing this trend 

iii.​ Discussed using conference centers instead of hotels; reducing 

the number of concurrent sessions from 3 to 2 to “put more 

people in the rooms” 

b.​ Meeting evaluation forms handed out to registrants (Sharon Strauss) 

c.​ Honorarium discussed (Joshua Cannon) 

7.​ ASCLS JAM 2024 (Melanie Guisti) 

a.​ No paper report 

b.​ Discussed what JAM is and the dates 

i.​ Monday & Friday - Governance Activities 

ii.​ Tuesday through Thursday - Educational Sessions 

iii.​ Tuesday Morning - ASCLS Coffee with the Candidates 

iv.​ There will be a host table if registrants are looking for activities 

in Pittsburgh 
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c.​ E&R live silent auction Monday and Tuesday evenings, winners will be 

announced at the President’s reception? (to be discussed with Jim 

Flanigan) 

d.​ Delegates can attend virtually with meeting registration 

e.​ Board of Directors meeting to be live streamed 

f.​ 2024 Legislative Symposium, Alexandria, VA - Sept 30 - Oct 1 

g.​ 2025 CLEC Atlanta, GA - March 6 - 8 

h.​ 2025 JAM Sacramento, CA - June 8 - 12 

8.​ Awards Report (Mary Gourley) 

a.​ The chair urges members to keep track of activities and 

accomplishments in case they have been nominated for an award via 

this form. (secretary downloaded the form and sent to the 

webmaster to upload to the awards page) 

9.​ Bylaws Report (Mary Gourley) 

a.​ Working on a template for the Bylaws and intends for it to be ready 
by 2024 JAM 

Pause for dinner at 5pm 
Resume meeting at 6:01 pm  

10.​Developing Professionals Report (Emily Reed, Drew MacDonald) 

a.​ Discussed the 2024 Student Forum 

i.​ Honorarium - typically $100/hour 

ii.​ Zoom recording storage - currently registered for “middle” 

Zoom 

iii.​ Registrants should mainly be from the PA region, therefore, 

time zones are not a concern 

iv.​ Discussion about copyrighted materials if recordings are posted 

1.​ Strong discussion against posting recordings 

v.​ Barbara Snyderman suggested ASCLS-PA offer student review 

trainings to other state societies if they request 

vi.​ Discussion about handouts being distributed, only permitted if 

questions used from an exam study book (book that is 

purchased and copyrighted) are eliminated; Discussion about 

students popping into a zoom session, downloading the 

handouts, then leaving and speakers need to be informed that 

students may choose to do this; What keeps a student from 
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downloading the handouts and sharing with students who did 

not pay for the review? 

vii.​ Discussion about ADA compliance and what are the legal 

responsibilities of ASCLS-PA - Jim Flanigan may be interested in 

working with ASCLS-PA with reasonable accommodations 

11.​Ascending Professional Report 

a.​ No report 

12.​Clinical Laboratory Educators’ Forum Report (Christina Scott) 

a.​ Monday June 7th, Reading Area Community College Library, 10 am - 1 

pm. Registration is on the ASCLS-PA website under Upcoming 

Conferences 

13.​Government Affairs Report (Stephanie Noblit) 

a.​ Discussed the FDA final ruling for Laboratory Developed Tests (LDTs), 

SALSA & PAMA, and the PAC table at the ASCLS-PA meeting 

14.​Membership Report (Marianne Downes) 

a.​ Report discussed 

b.​ Emily Reed stated that Marianne has been very helpful with the 

student review registration 

15.​ Newsletter 

a.​ Next deadline for newsletter submissions - Friday May 17th, 2024 

b.​ Discussion about transitioning an electronic/digital newsletter; the 

treasurer stated there would be a savings by going digital; this will be 

placed on the summer meeting agenda 

16.​ PACE report 

a.​ Current PACE coordinated seeking a replacement coordinator since 

she will be inducted as president for the 2024-2025 year during JAM. 

17.​ Website Report 

a.​ Discussion about ASCLS-PA Spring Meeting and Student Review 

registration 

b.​ Discussion about adding 3+1 programs to the ASCLS-PA website 

c.​ Seeking pictures from meetings to upload to website 

d.​ Drew MacDonald agreed to be the social media chair with Gabriela 

Peterson and Ethan Kentzel 

18.​ Nominations and Elections 

a.​ Officers and Board Members 
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i.​ Nominations needed for: President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, 

2 Board Members (& PACE Chair) 

1.​ Secretary Nomination: Diane Valentin 

2.​ Board Nomination: Grace Renn 

ii.​ Motion #6 

1.​ Jean Buchenhorst moved that the ASCLS-PA membership 

elect by acclamation Diane Valentin as Secretary and 

Grace Renn as Board member. 

2.​ Ethan Kentzel seconded the motion 

3.​ Motion carried 

b.​ Delegates to JAM 

i.​ Need 3 Delegates at Large and 1 alternate 

ii.​ Motion #7 

1.​ Emily Reed moved that the ASCLS-PA membership 

accept Joshua Cannon, Sharon Strauss, and Diane 

Valentin as Delegates to ASCLS JAM for 2024, with 

Marianne Downes as an alternate. 

2.​ Gabriela Peterson seconded the motion 

3.​ Motion carried 

iii.​ Motion #9 

1.​ Diane Valentin moved that the ASCLS-PA Board of 

Directors divide the Delegate line item of $1,000 

amongst the 3 delegates and the ascending professional. 

2.​ Emily Reed seconded the motion 

3.​ Motion carried 

iv.​ Developing Professionals 

v.​ Motion #8 

1.​ Ethan Kentzel moved that the ASCLS-PA Board of 

Directors allow Drew MacDonald and Emily Reed have 

transportation, registration, and half hotel costs covered 

to attend JAM 2024 in Pittsburgh as Delegates on behalf 

of ASCLS-PA from the Student Forum line item, 

estimated budget is $1,000; future electronic vote on 

where funds are coming from after June 7th. 

2.​ Diane Valentin seconded the motion 
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3.​ Motion carried 

4.​ The treasurer noted that the honorarium comes from 

the Student Forum line item, then replaced by the 

Student Forum registration fees. 

New Business 

1.​ Installation of Officers 

2.​ 2024-2025 Proposed Budget  

a.​ Awards chair requested that monies be moved to the awards line 

item if needed 

b.​ Website co-chair noted that the cost of the website has increased to 

$918.52 from $350.00; treasurer suggested to move $1,000 from 

Publications line item to ASCLS-PA line item 

c.​ Motion #10 

i.​ Emily Reed moved that the ASCLS-PA members adopt the 

2024-2025 proposed budget as amended. 

ii.​ Marianne Downes seconded the motion 

iii.​ Motion carried 

3.​ E&R Donation 

a.​ Motion #11 

i.​ Jean Buchenhorst moved that the ASCLS-Board of Directors 

approve $100 for the E&R gift from the O&A line item. 

ii.​ Mary Gourley seconded the motion 

iii.​ Motion carried 

4.​ Other 

a.​ Marianne Downes can not access the national bylaws or SOPs “taken 

down for reformatting”, Barbara Snyderman suggested to make it a 

concern as a state 

Meeting Adjournment: 7:55 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Diane Valentin, May 17, 2024 

7 


