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2021 Annual Meeting 
 
Welcome to the 85th Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania affiliate of American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science and 
the Pennsylvania State Society of American Medical Technologists. All committees working on the Annual Meeting have 
put a great deal of effort into planning a comprehensive program for you.  You will find within these pages the best continuing 
education and networking opportunities in the area. 

 
The world has become more aware of the of the importance of accurate, timely, and effective laboratory diagnostic testing 
in the midst of this global COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time, ASCLS-PA and PASSAMT are dedicated to providing 
laboratory professionals with the continuing education they need to stay on top of our field and participate in BOC 
Certification Maintenance with 8 hours of PACE-approved continuing education credits through this online virtual meeting. 
You can attend sessions live or view recorded sessions until June 4th. We also have a virtual vendor hall to visit with 
vendor sponsors and get information about jobs, products, new instruments, and platforms they have to offer. A list of 
sponsors is found later in the program. There will be several vendor spotlights throughout the day to tune into a special 
demo from select sponsors. To end the day, please join ASCLS-PA for a social happy hour and awards ceremony, 
celebrating the dedication and achievements of our members!   
 
Individual web addresses and times will be sent to the email you registered for the meeting with two days before the event. 
All you will need to do is to click on the weblink to access that session. Web addresses for recorded sessions will be emailed 
to you the day following the event so that you can view any of the 8 CEU sessions you may not have been able to view live 
on May 3rd. 
 
To stay up to date on everything ASCLS-PA, please visit us at our website, “www.ascls-pa.org.” We hope that the traditions 
of the past and the changes for the future will produce an enjoyable meeting for you. 
 

Register Online at ascls-pa.org 
 

Member                                    $50.00   
Non-Member                            $80.00    
Student Member                       Free       
Student Non-Member          $25.00 

  
 

  

2021 Annual Meeting Planning Committee 
 

  General Chair:   Marianne Downes 
  Program Chair:   Joshua Cannon 

Vendor Chair:    Travis Bicher 
Registration Chair:   Sharon Strauss 
PACE Coordinator   Katie Franz 
 

         
 

General Meeting Schedule 
 

Sunday, May 2, 2021:  
Begins at 3:00 PM    ASCLS-PA Board of Directors Meeting & Annual Business Meeting   

All ASCLS members are welcome!  
Non-Members interested in getting involved are also welcome!  

 
Monday, May 3, 2021: 
8:00–8:10 AM     Welcome Message 
8:15–9:15 AM     General Sessions 
9:30–10:00 AM    Dedicated Exhibit Time 
10:15–11:15 AM    General Sessions 
11:15–11:45 AM    Dedicated Exhibit Time 
11:45 AM–12:45 PM   Break for Lunch and Dedicated Exhibit Time 
12:45–1:45 PM    General Sessions 
2:00–3:00 PM     General Sessions 
3:15–4:30 PM     Dedicated Exhibit Time 
6:00–7:00 PM     Happy Hour and Awards Ceremony 



 

P.A.C.E.® approval is pending for all sessions. 
ASCLS-PA is an approved provider of C.E. programs by the ASCLS P.A.C.E.® Program 

The educational objectives for each session are printed on the session’s evaluation sheet. 
The level of each session is INTERMEDIATE unless otherwise noted. 

 
Meeting & Program Sponsorships 

 
We are deeply grateful for the support provided by the following sponsors. A complete listing will be 

prominently posted during the meeting. We encourage all attendees to take time throughout the day to stop by 
the vendor virtual meeting rooms to gather information and see demonstrations of the latest technologies and 

laboratory services offered by our industry partners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beckman Coulter Cepheid DiaSorin Molecular 

GRIFOLS Blood 
Typing Solutions  Instrumentation Laboratory 



General Program  
8:15–9:15 AM SESSIONS 
 
Session #1                  Session Code: ________ 

“The Laboratory’s Role in Evaluation of Heparin-Induced Thrombocytopenia” 
Ashley Sanchez, BS, MT(ASCP)  
Product Manager, Hemostasis Reagents 
Instrumentation Laboratory, Bedford, MA 
 

This session will review the pathophysiology and clinical significance of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT). Current diagnostic 
testing available for HIT, along with benefits of on demand testing, will be discussed. 
 
Session #2                  Session Code: ________ 

“Secure from MTP: One Hospital’s Interdisciplinary Approach to Massive Transfusion” 
Evelyn Potochny, DO 
Associate Professor of Pathology and Assistant Medical Director, Blood Bank 
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, PA 
 

Discover one hospital’s interdisciplinary approach to continuous process improvement for low-volume, high-risk Massive Transfusion 
Protocol (MTP) activation using high-fidelity simulations and debriefs and an MTP working group. 
 
10:15–11:15 AM SESSIONS 
 
Session #3                  Session Code: ________ 

“A Tale of Two Pandemics: 1918 Spanish Influenza and COVID-19” 
Shafinaz Akhter, MD, PhD 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Infectious Disease Physician, Chester County Hospital, West Chester, PA 
 

Did you ever think that we would be living through a pandemic like the influenza pandemic of 1918? What do we even know about that 
pandemic? None of us were here and healthcare was not what it is today. This session will cover what we know about the 1918 influenza 
pandemic and how it may or may not be similar to today’s COVID-19 pandemic. Discussion will focus on what we have learned about 
COVID-19 during the last year, our experience with patients, therapy, testing, and what still remains unknown about this mysterious virus 
and its newest variants. 
 
Session #4                  Session Code: ________ 

“Implementation and Management of Pathogen Reduced Platelets: A Hospital Perspective” 
Joy Gould, SBB(ASCP)C, CQIA (ASQ), CPHQ 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA 
 

The FDA recently issued guidance to control the risk of bacterial contamination of room temperature stored platelets that needed to be 
implemented by March 2021. This is a hospital perspective on why PR Platelets versus other methods to mitigate bacterial contamination 
of platelets and how one hospital facility implemented the use of PR platelets. 
 
12:45 PM–1:45 PM SESSIONS 
 
Session #5                  Session Code: ________ 

“STIs in PID: From Established to Emerging” 
Kasey M. Johnson, PhD 
Senior Medical Science Liaison 
Hologic, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Mycoplasma genitalium is recently being recognized as an emerging STI associated with serious negative health outcomes. It was first 
identified in the 1980s in a case of male urethritis. Since that time, more evidence is emerging suggesting the need of testing and treatment 
of this STI. 
 
Session #6                  Session Code: ________ 

“Under the Microscope: How to Magnify Laboratory Science Careers to Students” 
Emily Kamieniecki, MLS(ASCP)CM 
Professional Tissue Typing Technologist 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 

 
Generally speaking, the majority of students in both high school and college are completely unaware of careers in medical laboratory 
science. As the field becomes more understaffed, it is extremely important that, as a profession, we increase outreach efforts to middle 
schools, high schools, and undergraduate college programs. 
 
 



2:00–3:00 PM SESSIONS 
 
Session #7                  Session Code: ________ 

“A False Reactive Anti-HCV Immunoassay Result Due to Therapeutic Anti-Thymocyte Globulin” 
Jianbo Yang, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM 
Post-doc Fellow in Clinical Chemistry 
Penn State University, Hershey, PA 

 
This session is a case study of a false reactive anti-HCV result caused by therapeutic anti-thymocyte globulin. This session will review 
the risk factors of HCV infection, review the HCV diagnostic tests, review the common causes of immunoassay interference, and 
discuss the approach to investigate this case. 
 
Session #8      

“It’s a Skipocyte: The Pitfalls in Recognizing Abnormal Peripheral Blood Differentials” 
Madison Brooks MLS(ASCP)CM 
Professional Medical Technologist 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Hematological neoplasms have key diagnostic features, but they can be overlooked or present difficulties for technologists that perform 
differentials. This session explores these important, but sometimes missed characteristics that could lead to more accurate differentials 
and earlier diagnoses. 
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